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One of my favorite Christmas
carols has al wa
The Herald Ange
the appeal for me is Mendels-
sohn6s winsome
melody. But what gets me every
time is the Charles Wesley text

Rev. Dan

which is so rich with evocative Churches opposes capital 0Gl ory tboortnheKi
imagery that gives hearty sub- punishment and calls upon the
stance to the profound gift of Montana Legislature to abolish
Godds incarnati on. thed@dathgenajtye ar |
have been moved again and
again by what is the second line  For the first time in those 30
inrthe third stanza in my hymnal. years we stand on the brink of
what will be the year that this
Hail the heavenborn Prince of  goal is achieved. Because this
Peace! Hail the Son of goal is within reach and upon
righteousness! the recommendation of the
Light andlife to all He brings,  Church and Society Commission, Rev. Dan Krebill
Risen withhealing in His wings. MAC has made this its sole legis-
Mild He lays His glory by, lative lobbying priority and has dal%é%gg?;gin'org
Born that we no more may die, hired lobbyist Jim Brown to join
Born to raise us from the earth, forces with the Montana Aboli- (o "
Born to give us second birth.  tion Coalition (AbCo) to accom- &5 o2 %
plish this feat. Jim and AbCo %7
Never far from the front of my have already been at work in Pl :‘;@
mind this year has been the fo-  these weeks leading up to Janu- b, 2 &
cus on the effort toward the abo- ary. | encourage all MAC ok &
lition of the death penalty in churches and members of those ) X7 g
Montana during the upcoming churches to join in fervent prayer Nt
| egi sl ati ve s e s sandanrcitizen a@vbcadyltdv@adds 1 4 ’o:ﬁ@
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
January 18 -25, 2011
Worship resources and promotional materi- Plan your observance of unity by attending
als for the 2011 Week of Prayer for Christian the MAC Day at the Legislature, January 18th
Unity are now available at the Graymoor and conclude the day by worshiping together
Ecumenical and Interreligious Institute site at an ecumenical prayer service that evening.
at www.geii.org .
. . St . Paul 6s United Met
The_ t heme_ f or 2011 is 00One in szrﬂo%an%lgngt | es
Teaching, Fellowship, Breaking of the Bread, 6:30 pm
and Prayer, 6 based on Acts 2: ﬁa@ceptioﬁtﬁ%llowheme

ebil,

position papers, one of the long-
yest-stamding is the pdsitionkpd-

| per orSdapita) Puaishmenizhatt
was adopted 30 years ago, in
alesd. lthserse short denteince:

The Montana Association of

was chosen by Christians in Jerusalem who

seek to promote a spirit of ecumenism
grounded in the experience of the early

church. We are beginning the second cen-

tury of global ecumenism!

MAC President

this end. For what a joy it will be
when we can decommission one
obdur position papers for its
having been made obsolete by
the Montana legislature.

Hark! The herald angels sing,

For more details on MAC Day at the Legisla-
ture, see agenda on page 3.
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Pam Shelden, Administrator
New Orleans is a fascinating place. tions were both lively and thought *The NCC/CWS cannot continue to
Full of beauty, color, flavors, diver- provoking. do things as usual. The energy of
sity, resilience and passion for life. At every event, | had the opportunity to;(r;lrivg?éhenng will be used to move
The Centennial Ecumenical Gather-meet and learn from new people. The *Netvvor.king s el @bl aoie
ing of the National Council of first day | had lunch with people from T TS (T [ nurtiJred as well a
Churches of Christ in the USA The Episcopal Church (USA), ELCA an ordinating efforts with local and i
(NCC) and Church World Services Polish National Catholic Church of regional bodies seems particularly
(CWS) were hosts to the annual America. That evening everyone wor- —_—
conference with the theme shiped at Cathedral Basilica of St. o .
OWi tness of Th e s boui§dniheFench Qiadan. -After r;rt:gtreeolfsc?]Srec?]%;otr?;tp:rr:edirgr\]/ilved
menical Engagement in a New worship | was treated to a personal Ty e
N Era. o Over f our tolrand listeredto liveejazpih little *The Gathering laid out the agénda
(0] Y O |Wathere® tdhor@r those who dedi- corner establishment on Bourbon for years to come, including
. cated their lives to Christian unity. Street! The closing dinner and wor- ecological respon,sibility A Gl
withesses: (Dfn contemplated the possi-  ship was at the Holy Trinity Cathedral Tl finEse o peacémaking i
bilities for the next one hundred (Greek Orthodox) where an enthusias- T e ’
thesears. tic message was delivered by Bishop .1pq importance of emphasizing the
. Vashti Murphy McKenzie from the ;
. | Ta help prepare fay this monumen- ; hodi . | Church contextuality of||each
t hi {ﬁ . African Methodist Episcopal Church. taced i 3
tallta ny pe®dple during the Her message was i ieSssurtacedinsurprisig bl me
ast year have been hard at work 9 WiyR andl Wwill'a angoiné’soJrce bi ¥
pasty . ) - to get wup and get-g%’v :
on the preparation of five Vision in (ﬁwt ahd'téhsioR.
Papers addressing key issues of ~ We were given insight to the scripture
‘LUk ur day. The topics: Unity in an from which the conference theme was When | looked back throug_h my
. . oy e ; notes, | saw a phrase that jumped
. ége of Radical Diversity; Mission in taken through an exegeses by His SULE A0 e o> We Imlust
244 n Age of Interfaith Relations; Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of S0 HEr ®¢ d e Thi s
Creation in an Age of Environ- America. He emphasized that we individually or to us collecti\}ely -~
mental Crisis; War in an Age of must remember the scripture does not organizatiop. Weare witnesses!
Terrorism and Economy in an Age say, Youwerewi t nesses é. Th . .| '
of Growing Inequality were all pre- shouldbewi t nes s é, baret cle h @e{ ourccQ-Y
sented for conversation and reflec- wi t nesses of thes Qacti .er\/éicr(]-: S - ( Dpk t|
tion. There were no mandates or disciples a while to catch on that dlea il s v
expectations required from these  Christ had returned to them but when e
papers. They were created asa  they did, their mission was clear...tell '
place to begin conversations over everyone what you have seen! Pam Shelden
these timely topics. You can find Here are a few of the things that NCC mac@montanechurches.net
A General Secretary, Michael Kinnamon
=i believes were made evident during the
witnesses2010/. The conversa- i 9
conference:
New Fire at NCZC
Dear Friends in Christ, As we transitioned into the assembly, | was struck by just how
. . unique this centennial celebration is. Rather than focusing on the|
é?ont:hv\?ﬂzla(; tge Natlorézillvcs:oincn ofbcl:hurclzhss t(.NCﬁ]) and N business/busyness of the NCC and CWS, this week was structuned
ni :”(; th 01r910 \e/\r/wﬁg I(\/I ; )n sgerr]r; ryr?e e'nraE(Ijr']r?b re ﬁen €round conversation. Working groups prepared five visioning pa-
Slgotcl)andel still fee?excitelzsi?y fhec():or?vgrscaetil)ns Ilha(Ljl agné the £ E1ENiE G (TRIless WY, Wiy, GTRETan, (i GEameimyy, Gl ik
work we did together as the Body of Christ. | went through the sion. Participants then discussed the topics in small groups.
Young Adult Stewards Program, returning this year as a Seniofrhis opportunity to truly engage with delegates from other denomi-
Steward to a very different place and assembly. nations, regions, and backgrounds was enriching beyond belief!
. . Instead of sitting in denominational groups as at past assemblies
Thr?f\’\;eik stfal;ted O#t w(;[hltth(_eni\lerw fl(rje_sventr,na E&rﬁe‘rl]jhbly delegates were encouraged to sit with people they had never me
conterence for young acufts Interestea in ecumenism. 1he ¢y oiher traditions. The seeming impenetrability of denomina-
theme for our time together was how we roll away the stones . . : .
that ot in th £ our Christian witn nd our relation tional lines di sappeared as we | ea
atgetin the way ot ou IStian WItn€ss and our relation- s}_ories. It is my hope th?t we may all take the time to Ierixrn one
ships with one another. New i r.eo0 ~0.0 &, a s. (o] e n I 0
R ; anot-her 69 st or’i es s part  of” (ojur |
oconnect ecumenically engaged young adults through awar e-
ness, education and r el at i o nBlebsingsindourlife and mieistry,t hi s t.hr ough Dl ovi
g5 Ing! y } g
ing opportunities for young adults to get together in an ecu-  Sylvia Bull ¥ 3
menical setting, through providing resources and support for sylvia.c.bull@gmail.com AR

\Iocal ecumenism, and through network building among ecu- Montana Synodd ELCA Ecumenical Intern

'\ menicallyminded young adults. //‘




JJVolume 27, Number 3 Page 3\\

Rev. Kendra wilde, Chair
Commission on Church and Society

THE MONTANAASSOCIATIORFCHURCHES

DAYATTHELEGISLATURE
# January 18 iz

This event provides an avenue for Christian churches and people of faith to voice their hopes and concerns to legislgtprg.

In the 2011 Legislative Session MAC is focusing its efforts on tabolition of the death penaltythrough a partnership
with the Montana Abolition Coalition, an umbrella group which advocates for ending the death penalty in our state. While
this initiative is the main focus for MAC in this legislative sessidDay at the Legislaturgprovides an opportunity to
engage with legislators about other issues as well.

January 18, 2011
9:00 AM: Citizen Lobbying Workshop led iyeather Hass MAC Coordinator, Montana Abolition Coalitipn
Jim Brown MAC Lobbyist
Old Livestock Building, 1310 E. Lockey Ave.

9:45 AM: Meet with your legislatofiyou can contact your legislator now for an appointment
Go to http://leg.mt.gov to locate contact information for your legislator.

11:45 AM: Lunch with Legislators in the Rotunda of the Capitol
Welcome by MAC PresidentRev. Dan Krebill
Presentation of MAC 2011 Legislative Focus by bill spons8enator David Wanzenried
A Time to Honor the Families of Victims of Violent Crimd®ev. Su DeBree

12:45-6:00 PM: Alternate time to meet with legislators or think about inviting yours to dinner
6:30 PM: Ecumeni cal Evening Prayer at St. Paul ds i

The workshop and the lunch are free of charge.
Please consider attending this important event.
As Christians, we are called to be citizens and to participate in government,

advocating for the least of these, our brothers and sisters in Christ
Rev. Kendra Wilde
kendraw@ourredeemerlives.org
406-442-7842

Rev. Kristi Foster, Chair

Commission on Faith and Order
A New Journey

s

Each January there is an excite- We also wait to hear from all of  grtificial boundaries that our fall and we would love for you
ment and wonder as we pass you. We want to know who you denominational and sectarian  to tell us what would help you
from one year to the next. Itis no would like to hear from at the lines create. We pray that indi- to come and be present with
different in the MAC Commission Annual Assembly. We read your viduals might find insight in the us.

on Faith & Order. Although our comments from the previous program that opens eyes and
"year" finishes with the conclusion year's Assembly, discern what  arms to welcome in someone
of the Annual Assembly, we usu- new ideas might hold special who seems "other." Most of all,

The journey of this Commissio
begins in just a few weeks. We

ally have a few weeks of dor- promise, and pray that the vi- e long for the day when we predict it will be another excit-
mancy as we wait for the inspira- sion comes together in time to ot only say that we strive for "9 ride-and there is a rumor
tion that will strike us for the next book a speaker, make an Christian Unity, but that we that we still have seats open.
year's Assembly. We also wait  agenda, and prepare each of  demonstrate it more fully when

with expec?ation t_o see where the you to attend again. we are together as well as é

next great idea will come from, e (19192 (D GEmie (e (Eal when we are apart.

what excitement it may bring, and e . :
who we may welcome to our Com-tion of bringing the diversity of  would you help us to fulfill '

oS 3 ical partners together in these ideals?There i I
mission as we begin a new cycle €ctMmenica ese ideals?There Is a place v
Wﬁnew members of the group. " Assembly that crosses the o you at the Assembly next Rev. Kristi Foster

kristi.foster@rocky.edu yw
-\ 406-657-1098 I
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Montana Ab ition Coalition

0OThe movement to abolish the
religion is about compassion, human rights, and the indivisible| ¢
made i n the I mage 0

(D

Sister Helen Prejg
Thatds right, MAC! The time has come to abolish t h|g
be introduced in the middle of January, and there are several things you can do to push this effort forward.
Write a letter to your Legislators letting them know why you support Abolition, and encourage them to
support our bill as well.
Write a letter to the editor in your town&s new

Visit our websitewww.mtabolitionco.organd become a member of the Montana Abolition Coalition.

Plan an Abolition Sunday in your church. Contact Heather for materials.
If you have any questions, please contact MAC Organizer;

Heather Hass
heatherhass@bresnan.net
431-2970.

Jim Brown, LL.M. MAC Lobbyist
2011Legilative Session

James (Jim) Brown has been chosen as Choosing to further his legal education be-  Mr. Brown has worked in the hay fields
MACS8s Lobbyist f or foréreturiing foine th Mantans,|lins200b ee and in the halls of Congress. He has
session. We are looking forward to work-earned a master of laws degree in taxation. interests in politics and international
ing with him on the one legislative priority Mr. Brown uses these skills to help clients  travel. He also enjoys back country

of abolition of the death penalty in Mon- meet their estate planning needs, follow hiking and fishing, reading U.S. and
tana. He has experience lobbying and is corporate formalities, and engage in proac- Roman history, and rooting for the
passionate about the issue. tive business formation and planning. He Washington Redskins and the Seattle

draws from his legislative experience when  Mariners.
representing clients before government

agencies and in administrative proceedings,

while helping advance their interests in Con-

gress and at the State Legislature.

Mr. Brown worked in Washington D.C. as
a congressional aide under formers U.S.
Senators Conrad Burns (MT) and Chuck
Hagel (NE), and then for Representative
Judy Biggert (IL) prior to pursuing a ca-
reer in the legal field. Mr. Brown is a fourthigeneration

Montanan, whose greagrandfather

Marchesseault homesteaded the Grasshop-

per Valley in the 1880s. A native of Dillon,  Jim Brown
Montana, and a graduate of Beaverhead jbrown@doneylaw.com
County High School. 406-925-1745

Mr. Brown gained extensive research and
drafting skills from serving two years as a
judicial clerk for Chief Justice Gerry L.
Alexander at the Washington State Su-
preme Court, and as a summer associate
at the Seattle firm of Perkins Coie LLP.

As surely as | live, declares the Sovereign.Lord,

spaj

| take no pleasure in the death of tive wicked,
\\ but rather that they turn from theﬂm&aﬂd_lima_//
Ezekiel 33:11




