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Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

This ancient Easter greeting
has been shared among Chris-
tians through the ages as a
way of proclaiming our joy in
this Easter season. Simple and
yet profound, this assertion is
one that is shared across de-
nominational bounds and is
universally affirmed by west-
ern Christians and Orthodox
Christians alike. This year and
next, our sharing of this greet-
ing is happening at the same
time since the calendars of the
Orthodox and western tradition
have Easter on the same ddy
something that happens only
rarely due to an ancient calen-
dar discrepancy dating back to
the 16t century. Surely this
uni fied decl ar
triumph over death is being
heard by the world in a more
powerful way when it is ema-
nating from all Christians eve-
rywhere at the same time.

The National Council of
Churches has seized the op-
portunity of this 2year concur-
rent common Easter to renew

MAC 37th

The Montana Association of
Churchesd 37th
bly is nearing the final planning
stages. It will again be held at
the Ursuline Retreat and Con-
ference Centre in Great Falls.

It s Bdhédfilbcto begin on Octo-
ber 17, 2010 with a hospitality
time for those arriving early.

nt, Rev. Dan

the call for an agreement
among all Christians on the
date of Easter. Top leaders in
the NCC, in a letter to
churches, are proposing that
the following recommenda-

tions of the Aleppo Conference

of 1997 be implemented to

arrive at such agreement:

* .adhere to the decision of
the first ecumenical council
at Nicea to celebrate Easter
on the first Sunday following
the first full moon after the
spring equinox, thus main-
taining the biblical associa-
tion between
and Passover;

* .agree to use the most uo-

date scientific methods to

analyze the astronomical

daf Qwhidhfis cdAgstbR S

with Nicea); and,

* .use the meridian of Jerusa-
lem (due to its centrality in
the Passion of Christ) as the
point of reference for these
calculations.
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Annual

The official start of the Assem-
HAyrwill besoh theArommiegrof the
18th and continue until noon on
the 19th.

New this year will be an offering
of a CEU course taught by our
guest speaker.

The ecumenical worship service

Krebill

While there has been some
calling in recent years for a
fixed date for Easter, the con-
sensus at Aleppo (and at an
earlier consultation in Cham-
bésy in 1970) was that this
would satisfy largely secular
concerns and would weaken
the inherently religious mean-
ing of Easter and its power to
break into the structures, rou-
tines and expectations of the
world.

| join the NCC leaders in en-
couraging MAC congregations
and judicatories to prayerfully
study this matter as we go
JaBotitbsr WorktbBwatriedsing
to the unity of the Christian
church around this central
declaration that Christ is risen.
Rev. Dan Krebill
dan@fpcbozeman.org
406-586-9194

Assembly

will be held in the Ursuline
Chapel on Monday evening.

Several other informal hospital-
ity events are planned to en-
courage and strengthen the
MAC membership.

Watch for more details to be
released soon.
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| have been thinking about
change lately. No matter how
hard | wish some things would
stay the same (where | am most
comfortable), somehow change
still happens. Funny thing about
change, it never seems to come
gl 1S xpect and it always
takes me by surprise. Surprises
(changes) are sometimes wel-
comed but quite often received
dread and even fear.

ach day | sit in the MAC office is
| ay of change. | can see and
feel it in the air, read it in my
2 @mail, and even hear itin a
phone conversation. Perhaps my
€age is catching up to me, or per-
haps something deeper is chang-
ing within me. For some reason,
I dondt seem to
change as | was in the past.
There is something exciting
”‘Hbout the unknown possibilities!

Already this year, we have wit-
nessed changes in our world,
some came with wonder and
delight while others came with
devastating destruction. No mat-
ter the form change arrives, it
always evokes a variety of hu-
man reactions. As | observe
these reactions | find myself fas-
cinated with how many points of

Parting
Church and So
John Duckwo
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view can come from the same
situation. Wh y
on something? Or, perhaps, these
diverse opinions help clarify the
change!

This year is the observance of the
beginning of a change of thought
that begun 100 years ago in a
small town in Scotland when a
handful of people believed it was
important to change the way the
world thinks, talks and works to-
gether using Christ as their uniting
guide.

This unique venture continues to
evolve and change. Although unit-
ing ecumenically has not always
been easy, it has always been with
a common goal of joining hands,
cBnéblnlgg v0| S aHdrw]orﬁlqg o f
together is‘our small contri-
bution in thls bigger, ongoing ad-
venture in unity.

This year, | worked on the 2010
Census Sukcommittee, the Mon-
tana Prayer Breakfast Planning
Committee, the hiring of a new
Abolition Coalition Coordinator
along with planning mailings with
Healthy Montana Kids and the
National Guard Yellow Ribbon Pro-
gram. | attended a retreat with 20
other state ecumenical executives
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and learned about the horrors suf-

cfered Bytimmigeantsaskdrchirrg dor 4
better lives in the states. All of
these activities changed me and
others involved.

As we continue our recovery and
become stronger, our voice can
only get louder and clearer.
Changes in the world will never
stop coming into our lives, but the
more we work together while focus-
ing on the words of Christ, the more
those changes can become won-
drous surprises with unlimited pos-
sibilities.

So here we areé.
new year and a new decade, the
37t year of MAC and the 100

year of worldwide ecumenism.
Change is coming
So why not be excited, surprised,
and anxious to see what we can

createfitogether?
Forgive me for taking creative li-
cense on Gandhi &

let us believe that:
MAC can
make the
changes we
wish to see
in our world!
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Pam Shelden, Administrator
for MAC has asked me to
write a few words at the end
of my tenure as chairman of
the Church & Society Com-
mission. As | write these
words we are in the Lenten
season. Christians every-
where are preparing their
hearts and minds so we can
grapple with two mind bog-
gling ideas:

gift of love that brought
about the horrid sacrifice of
Jesus on the cross; and sec-
ond is the equally amazing
evidence of
over death. These two
events that happened within
three days of each other
define the Christian experi-
ence. Both a willingness to
suffer and joyous celebration
are forever bo
and all for us. But not only
are we called to reflect on

His infinite love and His
unlimited power, we are ex-
pected to allow both to guide
us.

Go

Sacrificial | o
awesome power must direct

and every Christian organiza-

tion, including MAC. In one of said, 6 Fo r

His parables, Jesus said) é
just as you did it to one of the
Héaspowerthese
me [Matt. 25:40 NRSV] Ina
nutshell, the role of the
Church and Society Commis-
sion is to find ways that we
can collectivelycare for the
least, the last, and the lost.
Agtite cHaipof tetChuech ané
Society Commission it has
been my good fortune to work
with folks who want to see
others lifted up: whether they
be those in prison; the next
generation; the unborn, the
mllltaryatﬂedabUéeg;é)ramsinori-

ties.

but as the apostle Paul

the | o

Christ urges us on, be-
cause we are convinced
that ong loaa died fordall; i t
therefore
Cor. 5:14 NRSV].

With the future in mind |
am personally delighted
that the Reverend Kendra
Wilde will be the incoming
chair of the Church and
Society Commission.

As we love others sacrifi-
cially we will accomplish
much for the Kingdom of
God. As we seek His pres-
ence and claim His power
there i
future. Together we are
making a difference.
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I am honored to be
the new chairperson
of our Commission
on Church and Soci-
ety. | have been the
Associate Pastor at
Our
Lutheran Church
(ELCA) in Helena since 2008. | am
thankful to have returned to Helena
where | attended Carroll College in
the late 1990s and early 2000s.

Prior to seminary, | was a member
of a Lutheran church in Seattle
where | witnessed ecumenism in
action. Seattle and the Pacific

Rev.
Commission

Kendra
on

significant ecumenical coop-

eration in the region. For ex-
ample, since the early 1980s

Seattle has been a significant
force in the sanctuary move-

ment due to the organizing

Re d e e mavorka the Church Council of

Greater Seattle. In those years
| began to be deeply impressed
with the fact that the most
successful public religious
campaigns were ecumenical
and interfaith.

While Montana and other
states in the Rocky Mountain
region are not yet part of the

wilde,
Church

Chair
and Society

effects of this shift through
membership and attendance  and resources of all Chris-
decline and tightening church tians as we reengage the
budgets. We are called to lead culture in a way that is au-
through this cultural change thentic to the Christian con-
and one way to lead strategi- fession.

cally (and not simply consume
the latest church growth solu-
tion) during this change is to
strengthen our ecumenical
ties. I dondt
though, so that the church can
merelysurvive but for a vital
reconnection with society.

As the chair
sion on church and society, |

lective wisdom, experience,

I look forward to working
with all of you as we discern
together how God is calling
us,tq otk fogefhes pn pos;
tion statements, legislative
witness and to any new
ways God is prompting us tq
witness to Christ in Mon-

o franaMACd s ¢ o mmi
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Northwest in general (Oregon, onone zone, 6 Peace,

Washington and Alaska) are known what | perceive to be a great
as the onone
of the adults neither identify with a

w ewolddrercoupagerus to loefat-
tentive to the shifts happening Rev. Kendra Wilde

z 0 n e dlltusaltstefrwhereahe ghurehr tineour culture and how we, as  kendraw@ourredeemerlives.org

no longer occupies the same  the Christian church locate (or 406-442-7842

faith tradition nor participate with
one. This climate has prompted

central place in American soci-

perhapsrelocate) ourselves in

ety. Many of us are seeing the society. We will need the col-

we discussed possible
themes for the program, it
seemed like it was time to
remember who makes up
the Montana Association of
Churches and the similari-

will continue on this path by fo-
cusing on dialogue and communi-
cation with one anothefieven
when we find it difficult to agree.

In some ways it seems that ecu-

I hope that you continue to be
part of our discussion and join
us October 1819 to practice
talking through the agreements
and disagreements we have.
More importantly, | hope you

And you, dear brothers and siste

N

Hes A cliErE s e menical dialogue has Igd us to all joi_n with your ext(_anded fa_m_ily of are children o f
have as part of the one ;_he ag_reement we are likely to faith, as dysfunctlonfal asitis, Galatians 4:28
S ind with one another. It would be as we explore what it means
Heather Hass
Montana Abolition Coalition
Back at it Again!
*The Montana Abolition Coali- *We recently held their An- *Stay tuned to special events
tion hasndt st op puwldestingsn Mismulak t o inyourarea, and contact
abolish the death penalty and with special keynote speaker MAC6s Organi ze
replace it with life without the Sister Helen Prejean, author Hass for more information, or
possibility of parole. We have of Dead Man Walking. to bring a speaker to your
hopes of passing our bill that neck of the woods! You can "The Death Penalty |3
would do just that during the reach her at: soci et yos
2011 legislative session. heatherhass@bresnan.net or that it will not

Rev. Kristi Foster, Chair
Commission on Faith and Order

If you went After a great response, the Faith easy forusto packuptheecu- t hat we are all

the 2009 and Order Commission has been menical experimentandcallit maki ng our way |1
=) (@ MAC Annual  working diligently to continue finished. One the other hand, promised Reign.
‘s Assembly, what seems to be a positvenew i sndt it ti me t IgristifF(i)s{érd ways to

you might direction of the 2009 Assembly:  with one another despite the kristi.foster@rocky.edu

have noticed who we are as individual groups  fact that we will probably never 406-657-1098 :

achangein  and how we form an ecumenical agree on everything?

format. As community together. In 2010 we

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Dear Friends and Supporters,

The MSH Chapel Committee desires
to personallythank youfor another
great year of fund raising. Without a
doubt, 2009 has been our most
successful year for donations and
pledges toward a new chapel at
Montana State Hospital. We sin-
cerely hope that 2010 will be the
year we begin construction of a
house of worship and spiritual re-
flection for our patients and their
visiting families.

We have raised over $190,000, not
including inkind donations, towards
our goal of $350,000. For this
great blessing, we have YOU to
thank! In the coming weeks we will
hear from a charitable foundation
about another sizeable grant for
which we have applied.

If this comes through, and we ask
you to pray with us that it does, we
will have a short push to the finish

To R
Not only do the emissions from diese
engines cloud up our air, they pose a
serious risk to our health and our
childrends

the national Diesel ClearUp Cam-
paign.

Created by the Clean Air Task Force
(CATF), the campaign is an effort to
improve public health and the envi-
ronment by reducing diesel emis-
sions. Partner organizations worked
together to create a platform, which
includes nine principles that act as
guidelines in this work and definega
goal of reducing diesel particulate
matter emissions 40 percent by the
year 2012, 55 percent by 2015, and
70 percent by 2020. Tens of thou-
sands of these lives could be saved if
these goals are met.

State

heal t h.

For these reasons, the Montana Asso-
ciation of Churches recently endorsed

Chapel Proj
line to make our dream a reality. By
late spring or early summer we could
be breaking ground.

That meansnow is the time for faith-
ful supporters to come forward one
last time and help put our chapel
fund over the top with a yeaend gift.
Woul dndt it be
say that we had all of the money
needed to build the chapel ifhand
by the first of January?

The anticipation of a stanehlone
chapel is steadily growing among the
patients and staff alike. Our patients
have risen to the challenge and have
donated considerable amounts of
their time and resources over the
past 12 months. In addition to regu-
lar monetary gifts, they continue to
serve at soup luncheons and to make
the soup bowls we offer to the public.
Numerous patients had a hand in
building a log bed that was raffled off
during the summer, raising more

MAC Takes

a S
educe Diesel E
| While air pollution may not seem like

serious problem in the Big Sky state,
findings reported by the CATF show

the Environmental Protection
Agency6s
risk from diesel pollution. Flathead
County is 89 times higher, Missoula
County is 86 times higher, Gallatin

County is 78 times higher and Yellow-

stone County is 75 times higher.

Even though new diesel engines are
required to be cleaner, 11 million old,

dirty diesels in the U.S. may be in use

for decades to come. Fortunately,

won

that every county in Montana is above

acceptahbl

ect

than $2,500! Moreover, the resi-
dentsd council
from their weekly

coffee sales, and another vocational
therapy group donated proceeds

from their annual Christmas sale.

We are very encouraged to see so

many of the patients take ownershi

iy ds EanEuaui/ ill bidhigir Hodsd! | d
of Worship.
Nevertheless, our
patientds
sources are lim-
ited and they

need your help.
Would you prayer-
fully consider

what contribution
you would like to
share in the
chapel legacy?

With Much Gratitude,
The MSH Chapel Committee
www.msh.mt.gov

has

tand
missions
a new, cleanerburning models. Leaders
al so can promot e
tiond practices
low-polluting diesel engines on all
federally funded job sites.

ﬁ“he bi{es]:al %:Itea{fm{)n Samga%nnisca%-r
tively searching for more endorsers in
Montana. The degree of commitment
required to be an endorser is very
flexible, ranging from simply adding
your churchds name
of more than 500 other endorsing
organizations, to including articles in
your churches newsletters, to getting
involved in activities and events. If

you would like to receive a copy of the

0

t h

don

there are readily available solutions to
this problem. The Diesel Cleatlp
Campaign will urge our national, state
and local governments to take action.
Government can provide incentives to
diesel operators to retrofit their en-
gines with highly effective particle
filters, or to replace older engines with

platform or if your church wants to
endorse the campaign, contactilly
Tuholske, Montana Field Representa-
tive, Diesel CleadUp Campaign, (406)
541-8538 or lillyt@mrss.com For
more information, visit www.catf.us/
projects/diesel.
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A Continuing Education and
Lifelong Learning Ministry of the ELCA

Pastoral Leadership
April 22-23 Ursuline Centre in Great Falls.
Led by Paul Bentley, a former pastor, program director, Leadership Pro-
gram at MSUds Extended Universit
During this workshop we will increase understanding of servaeader
role as it relates to leading and shepherding volunteers. Sessions will
provide practical practices for increasing understanding within congre-
gations. We will cover: Managing Church Related Conflict, Being a
Leader People Want to Follow, and Leading Ministry Teams.
Cost: $75 clergy/$60 lay plus cost of lodging at the Ursuline Centre
Continuing Ed. Credits: 10 Contact Hours

A New Heaven and a New Earth:
Cultural Competency Training in the Northwest
May 6-7 Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp, near Lakeside on Flathead Lake.
Led by an ecumenical staff trained by Eric Law, Kaleidoscope Institute.
A twoday ecumenical workshop that assists in building skills to
effectively communicate with a diversity of people, to initiate and
deepen relationships across cultural, ethnic and racial difference.
Cost: $75 clergy/$60 lay plus minimal cost for lodging at the camp
Continuing Ed. Credits: approx 10 Contact Hours

Transitions:
May 17-19 Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp near Lakeside
Led by Rev. Jean Larson and Daniel Kemmis
If you have recently made a change in your ministry setting or are
approaching a change, consider coming to a Transitions Seminar.
Participants will receive resources in helping the minister and family
adjust to a new position. The workshop is ecumenically appropriate,
open to all denominations and to families.
Cost: TBA
Continuing Ed. Credits: 15 Contact Hours
SAVE THE DATE:
October 89, 2010 in Helena.
GROWING IN GOD'S FIELD IlI.
Our theme this year is GOD'S STORYOING VIRAL* (*viral is an internet
term for a story going everywhere at once). Start planning and planting
now for your participation in this syno@vide event emphasizing education
and evangelism. Details will be available in June.

Information

1
Closing Well éStragmting

\

Do you want to fulfill your dream of
becoming parents?
Lutheran Social Services of Montana
_is looking for couples and families to

become a part of our adoptive waiting . . ’
pool. Now is a particularly good time Myth: Adoption is very expensive.

to become an adoptive fam”y Reality: Most families who adopt
because our pool of prospective adoptivequalify for the Federal
families is low. This means that your Adoption Tax Credit of
projected waiting period for aninfant ' $12 150.00. In addition, Mon-
becomes shorter with each passing tana offers a $1,000.00 state tax
day. Are you ready to be blessed with credit. These credits can often
a son or daughter in your home? i X

cover the entire expense of adopt-
ing. (to learn more, log onto
WWW.irs.gov)

Have you thought about adopting

but get discouraged by what you

hear? Adoption Myths can create
unfounded fears.

Who can adopt through Lutheran
Social Services of MT?
Families who are:
{Montana residents
fMarried at least two years
1 Actively affiliated with a Chris-
tian Congregation

In good mental and physical
trong

Myth: It takes years to complete
an adoption.

Reality: The average waiting time
with Lutheran Social Services of
Montana is often less than one
year.

Myth: The birthparents can show
up at anytime to reclaim their
baby.

Reality: LSS -MT has not experi-
enced any adoption revocations
after finalization.

We can help your dreams come true!
Our experienced and compassionate
staff will be delighted to
assist you throughout the whole
adoption process from
answering your questions in the
beginning to sharing in the joy when

your child joins your family. .
Myth: Adopted children are more

likely to be troubled throughout

their life than are birth children.

LSS -MT in Great Falls: Reality: * Research shows that
406-761-4341 adoptees are as well adjusted as

VQ-W LW WLPH WR H[sO%§ENag29eRisdpests-
and bring your Myth: Open adoption causes prob-
treasured child home to stay lems for children.

Reality: * Adoptees are not con-
fused by contact with their birth-
parents. They benefit from the
increased understanding that
their birth parents gave them life
and their forever families care for
and nurture them(* courtesy of
www.adoptivefamilies.com)

Call Lutheran Social Services of
Montana to get the facts.
Then decide if adopting is

right for you.

406-761-4341

For more information:
Request an informational packet by
contacting

www.lssmt.org

www.b2bmt.org




