
God’s church is much larger 

than any of the boundaries and 

parameters that our individual 

churches delineate.  I personally 

find that each time I participate 

in a MAC meeting or event I ex-

perience God’s expansive 

church, and I come away from it 

energized and renewed in my 

faith in our patient God who is 

always waiting for us as we 

make our way through life. 

Please continue to hold MAC—its 

leaders and its churches—in your 

prayers, that together we can 

continue to be God’s instru-

ments in Montana. 

Rev. Dan Krebill 

dan@fpcbozeman.org 

406-586-9194 

For the first part of the summer a 

number of our churches’ lection-

ary Old Testament readings have 

been from the books of Kings 

featuring the stories of God’s 

prophets Elijah and Elisha. These 

are some of the great Bible sto-

ries that many of us grew up 

learning in the Sunday schools of 

our childhood. Elijah and the 

widow’s son, Elijah and the show-

down with the priests of Ba’al, 

Naboth’s vineyard, and Elisha’s 

healing of Naaman are just a few 

of those stories. These prophets 

and their conflicts and struggles 

with the likes of King Ahab and 

Queen Jezebel and their descen-

dants are dramatic stories that 

speak of the human longing and 

search for security and safety. 

While Elijah and Elisha do God’s 

bidding and call the people and 

their royalty to the worship of the 

one and only true God, their faith 

in Yahweh, especially that of the 

royal leaders, is weak and often 

non-existent. But as we work 

through the narrative what is 

striking is that while God is said 

to be angered by the faithless-

ness of the people, the overall 

posture of God is that of patient 

waiting. The tenaciousness 

grace of God is truly one of the 

great themes of the Bible itself 

that comes through so clearly in 

the Elijah and Elisha narrative.  
 

So often in our lives today we 

can find ourselves frustrated 

and even confounded by the 

forces around us that compete 

for our attention and our devo-

tion. Many of our churches today 

are finding that the competition 

is so great that some congrega-

tions are downsizing, some are 

consolidating, and some are 

even closing their doors. Church 

leaders scratch their heads and 

ponder anew how it is that the 

people in our churches can be 

inspired to renew their faith and 

commitment and to put their full 

trust in God. 
 

The Montana Association of 

Churches continues to be a 

source of cooperation and col-

laboration while providing mu-

tual support and encouragement 

for our many churches. One of 

the many contributions that MAC 

provides is a clear reminder that 

Delegates to this year’s Annual 

Assembly will soon be chosen.  

Are you interested to learn more 

about the ecumenical workings 

of MAC?  Contact your judica-

tory executive (dean or bishop) 

and let her/him know you would 

like to participate.   

 

MAC’s 37th Annual Assembly 

will begin on Sunday, October 

17th with a dinner and hospital-

ity time.  New this year will be a 

workshop for CEU credits taught 

by our guest speaker on Sunday 

evening. 

 

We will again gather at the 

Ursuline Centre in Great Falls 

and the ecumenical worship 

service will also be held at the 

Ursuline Chapel with Rev. Patti 

Duckworth delivering the mes-

sage. 

 

The Assembly will officially be-

gin at 8:00 a.m. on Monday, 

October 18th and conclude at 

noon on October 19th. 

 

Our guest speaker this year is 

Rev. Janice Springer.  She will 

lead the group through the chal-

lenges of communicating on 

difficult topics. (See Rev. Kristi-

Foster’s article on page 3). 

 

Hope to see 

you there! 
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one we had hoped for, but a result 

none the less.  Here is where my 

grandson’s over activity comes into 

play.  If we simply can’t bear to 

wait, we have to do something 

(while we wait)! 
 

In the past year, there has been 

lots of required waiting along with 

watching and planning.  Waiting for 

the right time to take action on an 

issue, watching to see how those 

making decisions will proceed then 

hoping for good results and then 

trying to interpret the outcome.    
 

As we witnessed with the issue of 

health care, taking the right action 

at the right time was not always 

clear.  The timing seemed to come 

and go.   No one seemed willing to 

wait, watch and listen for the right 

time or the right answer.  For many 

the time was too late. 
 

In a sense MAC has also been 

waiting.   We have been waiting to 

see how the finances would re-

cover, waiting for the right time to 

speak out on issues, waiting, 

watching, learning.   Listening for 

God’s direction and plan for the 

organization.  
 

Waiting can be productive. Now is 

the time to start planning.  Listen-

ing, learning and watching for op-

portunities where MAC can be an 

effective partner.  There may even 

be times for MAC to stand alone 

and speak out with a strong united 

voice once again. 
 

I feel the strength returning to this 

organization.   Waiting involves 

hope.  A confident expectation that 

the next step will reveal itself.   Are 

we ready when the time is right and 

the waiting is over?  Will MAC be 

able to step forward and take the 

lead for others to follow?  I think 

so.  I am excited about all the pos-

sibilities.  I have met so many that 

want to stand with MAC as we 

speak for those with little or no 

voice. For the situations that need 

our guidance.   
 

As my grandson would say, ―Is it 

time, now?ó  Yes, I think it is just 

about time.   I look forward with 

great hope and anticipation to all 

that we are ready to do.  Let’s get 

started! 

Pam Shelden 
mac@montana-churches.net 

406-449-6010 

    

It was a long wait, but summer is 

finally upon us.  Waiting is a hard 

thing to deal with in this life.  I 

see my 6-year old grandson prac-

tically jumping out of his skin 

when required to wait for most 

any kind of event.  He has to 

physically move in order not to 

burst from his anticipation and 

excitement.  He simply cannot 

understand why something can’t 

happen right now. 
 

Poor little guy, he had an over-

dose of waiting during our travels 

together this spring.  Waiting for 

a plane to arrive, waiting for the 

boarding call, waiting for our 

zone to load, then more waiting 

for people to gather their things 

to get off the plane. All of this 

waiting, waiting, waiting…… 
 

Waiting involves the passage of 

time.  It also means we have to 

spend energy, sometimes physi-

cal and sometimes mental.  It 

involves an expectation and hope 

that our waiting will be rewarded.   
 

As we mature we know that wait-

ing involves an expectation 

based on knowledge and trust.  

Based on past experience, we 

know that waiting will usually 

bring a result.  Perhaps not the 

W e  n e e d  Y O U R  h e l p  t o   

e n d  t h e  d e a t h  p e n a l t y  i n  M o n t a n a !!  

H e a t h e r  H a s s  

M o n t a n a  A b o l i t i o n  C o a l i t i o n  
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P a m  S h e l d e n ,  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  òHow 

wonderful it 

is that 

nobody need 

wait a 

single 

moment 

before 

starting to 

improve the 

world.ó 

 

-Anne 

Frank 
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Thatõs right!  
 

We need your help! 

The Montana Abolition 

Coalition is preparing for 

the 2011 Legislative Session 

where we are hoping to 

abolish the death penalty 

and replace it with life with-

out the possibility of parole.  

This dream of ours can 

become a reality with your 

help.   

 

Will you do one of  

the following? 

 

HOST AN  

ABOLITION SUNDAY!   
 

From a table in the back of 

your church to a speaker to 

a film to a discussion group, 

there are many ways to en-

gage your congregation on 

the death penalty issue.  

We have resources and 

staff to share.  Please con-

tact us if you are interested! 

START A CHAPTER! 
 

Or get involved with a chap-

ter of the Montana Abolition 

Coalition already in the fol-

lowing communities:  Bill-

ings, Bozeman, Great Falls, 

and Helena.  We will help 

you get started or put you in 

touch with others already 

organizing in your area. 

Contact Heather Hass, the 

MAC Organizer for the 

Montana Abolition Coali-

tion for more information.  

431-2970, heather-

hass@bresnan.net 

As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord,  

I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked,  

but rather that they turn from their ways and live.   

Ezekiel 33:11 



Think of the amazing things 

God does through Jesus Christ.  

Christ—the one who was born 

in a stable, brought in the reign 

of God, healed the sick, died 

on the cross, was raised from 

the dead—the one who contin-

ues to meet us today in the 

Word, Water, Bread and Wine.  

What Jesus Christ brings is the 

gospel: the pure, exquisite 

gospel.  As a gift from God, we 

receive the death and resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ.  As a gift, 

we receive baptism into this 

death and resurrection.  As a 

gift, we receive the forgiveness 

of our sins.  As a gift we re-

governments can be raised, 

governments can be toppled…

lives can be saved…people fed.  

We can do amazing things 

together! 
 

I wonder: what can God 

achieve in and through MAC 

when we all dedicate our time 

and energy to our joint cause?  

Where will God direct our 

hearts and hands this fall as 

we prepare for the next legisla-

tive session?  What new minis-

tries or visions will be possible 

when we gather for the MAC 

Assembly?  What leaders will 

God raise up?   

ceive the fruits of the Spirit, 

including love, peace, joy, 

patience and kindness.  As a 

gift, we receive eternal life.  

That’s what God has done 

for the world—what amazing 

things can God do in and 

through us? 
 

Peace, 

Rev. Kendra Wilde 
kendraw@ourredeemerlives.org 

406-442-7842 

 

R e v .  K e n d r a  w i l d e ,  C h a i r  

C o m m i s s i o n  o n  C h u r c h  a n d  S o c i e t y  

N e w  F i r e  

R e v .  K r i s t i  F o s t e r ,  C h a i r  

C o m m i s s i o n  o n  F a i t h  a n d  O r d e r  

I  K n o w  W e ’ r e  A l l  W e l c o m e  a t  t h e  T a b l e ,  B u t  

D o  I  H a v e  t o  S i t  N e x t  t o  Y o u ?   
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It’s amazing what can happen when 

people join together with a common 

goal and a common purpose, isn’t 

it?  From fishermen, oil field workers 

and bird lovers volunteering to help 

clean up the Gulf oil spill and rescue 

wildlife to the power of people 

marching in Kashmir to protest gov-

ernment corruption this past month 

to the playful: according to the Guin-

ness Book of World Records reports 

that the world’s largest tea party 

occurred in Indore, India with 32, 

681 participants.  When people 

come together with a common goal, 

amazing, seemingly impossible 

things can happen.  A community 

can respond to tragedy…

Dear friends in Christ, 
My name is Sylvia Bull, and I am 
serving this year as the ecumenical 
intern for the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America ς Montana 
Synod. On May 20th, I had the privi-
lege to attend the meeting of the 
Montana Association of Churches, at 
ǿƘƛŎƘ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ a!/Ωǎ Ƴƛƴƛǎπ
try and reported on opportunities 
for young adults to participate in 
ecumenism through the New Fire 
movement and the National Council 
of Churches Steward Program. 
Those present at the meeting ex-
pressed a hope that we might en-
courage and support young adults in 
our various communions and  

churches to attend these events. 
 

Last year, I had the opportunity both 
to attend the New Fire event and 
serve as a steward at the NCC Assem-
bly. The New Fire movement joins 
together young adults just prior to the 
NCC Assembly to reinvigorate ecu-
menism and help the Church work for 
love, justice, unity, and peace 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
event (November 5-8) in New Orleans 
will be a wonderful opportunity for 
young adults learn about ecumenism 
and shape the future direction of the 
ecumenical movement, as  well as to 
meet other faithful young adults from 
many denominations, locations, and 
walks of life. Additionally, New Fire  

has started a seed grant program 
which funds local ecumenical pro-
ƧŜŎǘǎΦ [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
participants to create these projects 
which have been a blessing to their 
local communities and the wider 
church. 
 

For those interested in a more in-
depth and formal entry into ecumen-
ism, young adults may also apply to 
be stewards at the NCC General  
Assembly, which will allow them to 
attend both New Fire and the Assem-
bly for free. As stewards, young adults 
attend New Fire, observe the assem-
bly proceedings, and assist with me-
dia, the plenary sessions, and the day-
to-day workings of the assembly.  

How to stay in commu-

nity with those who are 

different? 

We know how to open 

our doors to the visitor. 

We are ready to wel-

come the marginalized and in-

clude the excluded. We’ll help the 

widow and orphan. But the peo-

ple who disagree with our politics 

or our religion drive us crazy! 
 

So how do we stay in community 

with those who stand on the op-

posite side of the vital issues like 

abortion, gay marriage, health 

care reform? How do we welcome 

those whose idea of God rubs 

us the wrong way? How do we 

embrace the neighbor who is 

against everything we are for? 

How do we join together in min-

istry with other churches that 

are more/less _____________ 

(fill in the blank) than we are? 

At our MAC Annual Assembly, 

we’ll explore some answers to 

these questions. 
 

We’ll go deeper into the spiri-

tual discipline of welcome, the 

spiritual practice of love. We’ll 

look at our own hard places in 

our struggle to see in the other 

the face of Christ. We’ll take 

home tools to help us grow in 

our ability to welcome, our ca-

pacity to love. We’ll get re-

sources that we can take back 

to our churches. The material 

we will work with is drawn from 

various disciplines, but most of 

all from the world’s wisdom 

traditions. 
 

Our leader is Rev. Janice 

Springer, an ordained pastor in 

the United Church of Christ. 

She serves as Minister of Spiri-

tual Formation at University 

Congregational United Church 

The steward applica-
tion (due September 10) is avail-
able at http://
www.faithconnectsus.org/
uploads/media/2010-stewards-
application.pdf. The registration 
form for New Fire will be avail-
able in the coming weeks on the  
www.faithconnectsus.org web-
site. If you or someone you 
know is interested in learning 
more about these opportunities, 
feel free to contact me by e-mail 
at sylvia.c.bull@gmail.com or 
by phone at 406-750-3956.  
 
God bless,  
Sylvia Bull 

previously served churches in 

Michigan, Iowa and Missouri. 

She leads retreats and work-

shops, and her book Nurturing 

Spiritual Depth in Christian 

Worship: Ten Practices, was 

published in 2009. She lives in 

Montana and Iowa. You can 

visit her at 

www.janicespringer.com. 
(Janice contributed the content 

of this piece.) 

 

Kristi Foster 

kristi.foster@rocky.edu 

406-657-1098 

http://www.faithconnectsus.org/uploads/media/2010-stewards-application.pdf
http://www.faithconnectsus.org/uploads/media/2010-stewards-application.pdf
http://www.faithconnectsus.org/uploads/media/2010-stewards-application.pdf
http://www.faithconnectsus.org/uploads/media/2010-stewards-application.pdf
http://www.faithconnectsus.org/
mailto:sylvia.c.bull@gmail.com
http://www.janicespringer.com/


 
 
 

1989, with the end of the Soviet Union, the 

arms race seemed over.  Nobody exactly 

disarmed, but the race to produce more 

weapons, more sophisticated weapons 

seemed to be derailed.  The arms race had 

always been a Cold War phenomenon, a 

contest between the United States and the 

Soviet Union.  And activists moved on to 

other pressing issues. 
  

But by and large, the missiles remained.  

Some were decommissioned, but most re-

mained.  And Montana’s economy, espe-

cially central Montana’s economy continues 

to depend on the existence of these weap-

ons of mass destruction buried in our soil, 

maintained by our law-abiding, upstanding, 

wonderful neighbors whose job it is to guard 

the missiles. 
  

Each time there is an initiative to reduce the 

world’s nuclear arsenal, we get nervous 

about the effect it would have on our econ-

omy.  Every time world leaders meet to con-

sider the future of the planet, we worry 

about what it will mean for jobs, businesses, 

quality of life here.  The dilemma is complex.  

Even people who were advocates of disar-

mament 20 years ago are rethinking their 

position in the light of terrorism.  Nobody 

wants the world to end in nuclear holocaust, 

N u c l e a r  O p t i o n s  

B i s h o p  J e s s i c a  C r i s t  

It used to be said that 

Montana was the 

world’s second largest 

nuclear power.  All that 

meant was that we 

had more missiles in 

our soil than we 

wanted to think about.  

In the 1960’s, especially around Great 

Falls, as I hear it, nuclear missiles 

were a growth industry.  Schools were 

double-shifted, housing boomed, jobs 

were plentiful.  Rural communities 

could count on first the builders and 

installers and then the regular mainte-

nance people to support their small 

towns and businesses as they passed 

through to the particular site to which 

they were assigned. Missiles repre-

sented America’s strength, America’s 

savvy, America’s technical, strategic 

and moral superiority. 
  

But then things changed.  As the US/

Soviet arms race grew more and more 

intense, as such terms as Mutually 

Assured Destruction (MAD) were ban-

died about as arms control strategies, 

there was a growing movement of 

people who were opposed to the use 

of nuclear weapons. And then, in 

or even one city to have to experience that.  

And nobody wants central Montana to col-

lapse economically. 
  

We have a dilemma here.  We have a moral 

issue here.  And it is one that is rarely 

talked about in public, because it is uncom-

fortable.  Moral issues are uncomfortable, 

complex.  We have an economy that is 

based on the continued existence of weap-

ons of mass destruction.  There isn’t an 

easy answer.  Ignoring the reality is not a 

good idea.  It only prolongs it.  Being able to 

talk about it is a first step.  Being able to 

acknowledge the danger inherent in nuclear 

weapons and at the same time acknowledg-

ing the economic impact of their disappear-

ance—and doing it without accusations or 

defensiveness—is the first step. 
  

We live in polarizing times, when people are 

pushed into black and white ways of looking 

at things.  Responsible citizens do not settle 

for easy answers, slogans, quick fixes.  Re-

sponsible citizens probe, discuss, rethink, 

acknowledge the possibility of being wrong, 

look for coalitions, work to find common 

ground. 

Rev. Jessica Crist 

jcrist@montanasynod.org 

The Montana National Guardôs"Yellow Rib-

bon Program,ó which is a part of the Na-

tional Guard’s Deployment Cycle Support, 

is designed to provide deployed or return-

ing veterans and their families, profes-

sional assistance with reintegrating back 

into their communities.  Often, if there is a 

problem, they are not aware of available 

resources or how to gain access.  The staff 

of the Montana National Guardõs Joint 

Forces Headquarters is anxious to share 

information about these services with your 

community.  
 

It is our hope that churches will assist the 

MT National Guard staff in organizing ei-

ther a potluck lunch or dinner (depending 

on the staff’s travel agenda) and inviting 

community families and leaders. By offer-

ing to host the event in a neutral forum 

that welcomes all members of the commu-

nity, we can communicated the impor-

tance of this information to a more diverse 

group.  

Day Trips  

Helena-Sept 22nd, Great Falls-Sept 23rd,  

Anaconda/Butte-Sept 29th 

 

Two-Day Trips   

Billings-Dinner, Belgrade-Lunch  

(Sept 8th and 9th) 

Polson-Lunch, Kalispell-Dinner, Libby-Lunch 

(Sept 20th and 21st) 

Dillon-Lunch, Hamilton-Dinner,  

Missoula-Lunch (Sept 20th and 21st) 

Harlowton-Lunch,  

Lewistown-Dinner (Sept 27th and 28th) 

Havre-Lunch,  

Chinook-Dinner (Sept 27th and 28th) 
 

Eastern  Montana Trip (Sept 13th-16th) 

Monday-Malta-Dinner,  

Tuesday-Glasgow-Lunch,  

Tuesday-Culbertson-Dinner,  

Wednesday-Sidney-Lunch, 

Wednesday-Glendive-Dinner or  

Lunch Thursday,  

Thursday-Miles City- Dinner  
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M A C  c h u r c h e s  c a n  h e l p  

Services and information in this outreach effort 

will include:  

 Crisis Response Contact Information for the 

National Guard  

 Understanding Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 

 Traumatic Brain Injury 

 Preparing Families for Deployment, Preparing 

Families for Civilian Reintegration after a De-

ployment 

 Normal After Deployment Behaviors   

 Other military vendors providing information 

on their programs.   
 

To host an event in your 

community we need to hear 

from your congregation no 

later than August 6th.  For 

more information, please 

contact SSG Ryan Luchau 

(Montana National Guard 

Yellow Ribbon Program Out-

reach Coordinator) at 

406.324.3907 or 

ryan.luchau@us.army.mil 

HAVE YOUR CONSIDERED A  

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE GIFT OR ENDOWMENT TO MAC?  
 

YOU CAN HELP STRENGTHEN OUR UNITED VOICES. 

mailto:ryan.luchau@us.army.mil


M o n t a n a  O r g a n i z i n g  P r o j e c t  ( M O P )  

F o u n d i n g  C o n v e n t i o n  
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A Continuing Education and Lifelong Learning Ministry of the ELCA 
 

UPCOMING NRIT EVENTS ðAnd other lifelong learning opportunities  
(Watch for our fall brochure for more information)  

http://www.nrit.org/  

Theology on the River 

coming July 30th-August 4th 

 Christikon Continuing Education Retreat      

July 26 ï 29, 2010  
Dr. Matthew Skinner and Dr. Karoline Lewis -ñA Conversation Between Two Gospels: Luke and Johnò 
Christikon Bible Camp  

 Glocal Mission Gathering     

Aug. 6 - 7, 2010  
King of Glory Lutheran Church, Billings, MT  

 

 

The Montana Organizing project is a collaboration of diverse community, civic, labor, and faith groups and community members  

who have come together to form a new organization. 

This organization will actively work for social, economic and racial justice, promoting the dignity and empowerment of people  

with low and middle incomes whose voices have not been heard in their communities.  

MAC has been on the steering committee for MOP for over a year and has contributed to its initial formation.  The Founding Convention took place 

June 25-26 in Butte.  There were about 80 attendees to discuss the next steps in MOP’s organizing.  Each group represented shared their hope for 

the future.  A wide blue river twisted across the front wall of the convention hall: the River of Us.  It was a visual reminder of where we have come 

from and how we have merged into this new group.  Coming from a variety of backgrounds and yet all working toward common causes and for com-

mon reasons. We can now join together to move forward.  The River became a powerful symbol referenced throughout the course of the Convention, 

and it will continue to carry us forward together.   

Why labor is participating in MOP? 

Darrell Johnson, Greater Yellowstone Central Labor Council, shared labor’s history of organizing people to come together in this country to work for 

fairness and basic rights, and to fight against exploitation.  ―Our bonds together keep our organizations strong, and united, for the same cause, we 

canõt fail ð weõre going to be an organization that makes a big impact in Montana.ó    

Why are churches and the faith community interested in participating in MOP?  

Rev. Susan Otey, Grace United Methodist Church, Billings, shared that Christians do an excellent job of being good Samaritans, but do very little to 

try to change the system itself.  òItõs one thing to care for casualties of the system, but sooner or later we have to change the system so we donõt 

have as many casualties in the first place. The call of God is to change the system itself. ò   

Why do community organizations and non-profits want to be a part of MOP? 

Bruce Day, Rural Employment Opportunities, Helena, opened the second day by sharing, òCommunity non-profits are working hard, feeding kids and 

adults, providing shelter, tutoring, and helping people find work.  Community-based organizations are doing this and more. Listening to the stories 

and experiences of community members, the pattern is clear: not everyone gets a fair shot at life.  We need to go beyond servicing needs and ad-

dress the reasons people are in need. To do that, we need to come together with labor and faith organizations.ó    
 

Keynote Speaker, JOHN BOONSTRA, former director of the Washington Association of Churches    

John has worked for systemic change, working with labor, immigrant, environmental, and other groups.  He shared his rich history of organizing and 

justice work, starting with his work for the World Council of Churches, where he learned that broad-based community projects around the world were 

making real progress socially, environmentally and politically.  
 

John talked about his work with the Washington Association of Churches, building the living wage movement by working with both labor and commu-

nity organizations.  He left us with a provocative thought: òIf you want to see the dreams of God, look into faces of people organizing. Go out, go with 

the dreams of God, go together, and may the vision of radical alternative community have its way with you.ó  
 

Guest Speaker, JIM FLEISCHMANN is the past Director of Montana People’s Action and recently the campaign director for the Baucus for Senate 

Campaign and SEIU’s Montana Change that Works.  Jim shared some of his rich history with Montana People’s Action, highlighting how it was an 

effective, powerful grassroots justice organization that won improvements at neighborhood, local, state levels. MPA was vehicle for low and moder-

ate income families to come together and identify specific issues to tackle—and then develop strategy to effect change.   
 

Jim spoke about creating ―common wealth‖ and changing the political insider dialog between the political parties.  òWe can do better than this.ó   He 

shared his vision that new politics be created around the ―common good.‖  He promoted MOP as a group that can help move above stale, lower-level 

debate and focus on this new vision.  He believes MOP is a vehicle for us to make the change we want to see.   
 

Karen Hyvonen, First Congregational, Billings, shared the process of evaluation and selection of issues by regional workshops and numerous listen-

ing sessions.  Two attendees spoke graphically about the racism they experienced in their daily lives in Montana, and how racism shaped each of the 

issues we are discussing.   
 

The group discussed criteria for evaluating each issue: 

·        Does it involve everyone?    Are there winnable victories? 

·        Does it reflect deeply-felt values?    Does it build the strength of the organization? 
 

The top issues voted on by the convention were Health care, Economic Development, Public services.  These items will go to an issue committee to 

begin setting priorities.  
 

The Board of Director’s structure was approved.  A final report highlighted the need to build leadership teams within member organizations, and the 

importance of regional teams where institutions come together to develop action plans along with the role of the issue committee.  
 

MOP’s  tasks ahead: 

1. Moving pledges to formal membership   3. Scheduling a Board meeting 

2. Building regional teams that have active participation   4. Scheduling an Issue Committee meeting 

http://www.nrit.org/conferences/Theology%20on%20the%20River.2010.pdf


fenders, locking them up for a time and hoping 

for the best when they get out. 

The department manages an adult offender 

population of about 13,000. Eight out of every 

10 are in community corrections programs that 

offer various treatment and supervision options 

intended to address the individual needs of of-

fenders. Montana corrections officials long ago 

abandoned the ―one-size-fits-all‖ notion when it 

comes to developing programs and services. 
 

In addition to the adult population, the depart-

ment is responsible for managing about 270 

juvenile offenders sentenced by the Youth 

Courts.  
 

The state has 25 correctional facilities, but only 

seven are prison-like secure facilities. The re-

mainder are various alternatives to prison, in-

cluding prerelease centers, drug and alcohol 

treatment programs, a boot camp and centers for 

assessment and sanction of offenders. 

(This is the first installment of a series to understand 

the role Corrections play in Montana.)  
 

When Mike Ferriter became Montana Depart-

ment of Corrections director four years ago, 

one of the most frequent questions he heard 

was: ―How do you like living in Deer Lodge?‖ 
 

The question revealed a clear misunderstand-

ing about corrections in Montana. While Mon-

tana State Prison is the most well-known sym-

bol of the system, it is only part of the array of 

programs and facilities that fulfill the state’s 

moral and legal obligation to appropriately 

manage and supervise those who are convicted 

and sentenced for their felony crimes. 
 

The department’s name is ―corrections‖ for a 

reason. The agency is about correcting the be-

havior of human beings in ways that will result 

in them leading productive, law-abiding lives 

and life safely among their fellow citizens. Cor-

rections is not about simply incarcerating of-

Public safety is the top priority of this agency’s 

1,300 employees. The goal is to protect the 

public while spending taxpayer money wisely 

on programs that will have most favorable 

impact on offenders sent by the courts and 

addressing the concerns and needs of those 

victimized by crime.  
 

In fulfilling this important role as part of the 

criminal justice system, the department and its 

employees never lose sight of the fact that–in 

the end–the work is not about bricks and mor-

tar and it’s not about money. It’s about human 

lives and doing what is possible to salvage 

them from being lost in a revolving door of 

crime and punishment. 
 

      

 

     Bob Anez,   

     BAnez@mt.gov 

     (406) 444-0409 

25 South Ewing 

Suite 408 

Helena, MT 59601 

Phone: 406-449-6010 

Fax: 406-449-6657 

E-mail: mac@montana-churches.net 
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B o b  A n e z ,  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  D i r e c t o r  

M o n t a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s  

òUNITING BY THE POWER OF GODõS WORD FOR 

WITNESS AND WORSHIP, JUSTICE AND SERVICEó 

 

WE ARE HERE SO YOUR VOICE IS HEARD! 

 

CONTACT THE MAC OFFICE FOR IDEAS ON HOW 

YOUR CONGREGATION CAN PLAN A  

MAC SUNDAY OR FUNDRAISER 

HTTP :// MONTANA -CHURCHES.NET  
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AN INVITATION FROM NAMI MONTANA  
NAMI is a grassroots support, education and advocacy organization dedicated to improving the lives 

of all those affected by serious mental illness.  NAMI-MT HAS affiliated chapters in Helens, Kalis-

pell, Billings, Bozeman, Butte, Great Falls, Missoula and Havre. 
 

The annual NAMI Walk is our primary fundraiser.  The seventh annual 5K NAMI Walk will be held 

on September 26th at Memorial Park in Helena.  NAMI Montanaôs goal is to see 1500 walkers on 

walk day and raise $120,000 while increasing awareness of the need to help Montanans affected by 

mental illness. 
 

Through the support and involvement of organizations like MAC, NAMI-Montana is making life 

better for our neighbors, friends and families struggling with major mental illness.  We hope MAC 

will consider creating a team that will join hundreds of others from around Montana walking to 

make a difference on September 26th.  Please visit www.namint.org to register your team or find 

other ways to support this important cause. 
 

We recognize this is a request that requires some time and commitment.  However, taking an au-

tumn walk with friends and family on behalf of a good cause is a great way to spend part of a Sun-

day afternoon!   
  

Thank you for your consideration.   

For more information, contact: 

Bill & Amy Nese, Sr. in Helena 

406-449-2848 or 406-465-8393 

billandamyn@yahoo.com 

M o n t a n a  T o b a c c o  U s e  P r e v e n t i o n  P r o g r a m  ( M T U P P )  

For almost one full year, Montana’s citizens and 

visitors are no longer breathing secondhand 

tobacco smoke in the state’s public places and 

work sites. The success of the Montana Clean 

Indoor Air Act (CIAA) to date includes over 95% 

compliance with the law from the state’s bars, 

taverns, and casinos. Future benefits expected 

from this important public health policy will be 

significantly decreased rates of heart attacks 

and fewer youth starting to use tobacco. The 

Montana Tobacco Use Prevention Program 

(MTUPP) immensely appreciates the collabora-

tive efforts of its partners like the Montana As-

sociation of Churches (MAC) in publicly support-

ing the CIAA through such efforts as the Smoke-

free Sabbath.  
 

 ―And, now more than ever‖ said DPHHS Section 

Supervisor Linda Lee, ―we greatly need your 

involvement and support in sustaining our long-

term battle against tobacco addiction across 

Montana.‖  
 

Tobacco use remains the single greatest cause 

of preventable death, with smoking alone killing 

1,400 Montanans every year. It is also costing 

Montana a fortune – more than a half-billion 

dollars annually in excess medical costs and 

lost productivity due to tobacco addiction. All 

the while, the tobacco industry annually out-

spends Montana’s tobacco prevention efforts by 

about 4 to 1 marketing their deadly products in 

the state. 
 

MTUPP encourages MAC members to continue 

actively supporting health and wellness pro-

grams like MTUPP and policies like the CIAA 

with local decision makers and through local 

media.  Additionally MTUPP asks you to con-

tinue what was started with the Smokefree Sab-

bath, and to work with your community Tobacco 

Prevention Specialist (TPS) to find additional 

ways you can help MTUPP sustain its ongoing 

mission of ending tobacco addiction in the 

state. 
 

For more information about getting in touch 

with your local TPS, contact MTUPP Health Edu-

cator Michelle McNiven at mmcniven@mt.gov or 

MAC Administrator Pam Shelden at 

mac@montana-churches.net.  

For more information about MTUPP, visit 

www.tobaccofree.mt.gov.  

mailto:mmcniven@mt.gov
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